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2009 Annual Meeting Panel Discussion:  

ñFrom Seed to Fruit:   
¢ǊŀƴǎƭŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ±ƛǎƛƻƴ ƛƴǘƻ !Ŏǘƛƻƴέ 

 
 

Moderator:  Gene Cross 
Panel:  Alan Weakley, Rob Sutter, Cecil Frost,  
Tony Avent, Rob Evans 
 
Opening statements  (summarized): 

 
Alan Weakley:  More and more land is in conserva-
tion status, but the total amount available is declin-
ing due to development and other issues.  Our 
generations (those represented here today) have 
to do this work of conservation.  We can control 
what happens today, though not what will happen 
in 100 years.  Conservation of species is a mission 
shared by many organizationsτfederal, state, local 
and privateτand NCPCP must work with these and 
others to fulfill its sole mission:  species conserva-
tion.  We must look at and consider the broad con-
servation mission of other agencies. 
 
Rob Sutter:  Preserves are an essential way to look 
at biodiversity management.  There is also a need 
for buffering areas between highly managed areas, 
which will require varying levels of management.  
As for climate change, we need to be thinking 
about current threats to species and manage those 
so we have something left to protect as climate 
changes progress.  NCPCP should be an advocate 
for  species at risk, concentrating on advocacy for 
the preservation of threatened species. 
 
Cecil Frost:  1)  In the eastern U.S., may species will 
not survive outside preserves. 
2) Many threatened species are fire dependent, 
which means we have to manage to keep the can-
opy open in some areas. 
оύ  ²Ŝ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǳƴŘŜǊŜǎǘƛƳŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ƎƻƻŘ 
hands-on management.  This is a good role for 
botanical gardens. 

4)  How we all work together will influence the out-
comeτconversation  about saving species needs to 
be the underpinning of conservation efforts. 
 
Tony Avent:  1)  We all want plants conserved, and 
the best way to do that is to explain the benefits of 
plant conservation to the general public. 
2)  Money for conservation efforts comes from the 
private sector and they need to know what they will 
get out of it. 
3)  Everything is either growing or dying.  Talk about 
ǎƭƻǿƛƴƎ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ όŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘύ ǘƻ ǎŀǾŜ Ǉƭŀƴǘǎ ǿƻƴΩǘ 
work.  We are dependent for survival on growth, 
and the private sector is where that growth will 
happen. 
4)  Get plants out to people.  Propagate the plants 
ƻŦ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴ ŀƴŘ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜƳ ƻǳǘΦ  tŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ƛƴπ
ǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀƴǘǎΦ 
рύ  ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ƭŜǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛƴǘƻ ǇǊŜǎŜǊǾŜǎΦ  ²Ŝ ŎŀƴΩǘ 
keep them locked up and pristine. 

 
Rob Evans:  Preserves for the protection of rare, 
threatened, and endangered plant species in their 
natural habitats is the best way we have to keep this 
the State that we know and love. 
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T he first year of the North Carolina Friends of Plant Conservation has been a humbling ex-

perience but through the efforts of dedicated members and Board, we are off to a solid 

start. The first steps are small but they will establish a solid foundation for future growth and 

ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎΦ {ƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘƳŜƴǘǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜΥ 

 

Sign-up of over 100 members 
Establishment of membership guidelines 
Development of a long term strategic plan 
Published 3 beautiful and informative newsletters 
Developed a dedicated Website (http://www.ncplantfriends.org ) 
Formed a structure of committees for organizational action 
Provided support for NC Plant Conservation Efforts 
Organized the 2nd Annual Meeting at the NC Botanical Garden 
Produced a 30-second commercial for NCFOPC 
Aired this commercial over 200 times on Charlotte, Raleigh, and Wilmington channels 
 
CƻǊ нлмлΣ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ōǳƛƭŘ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇΦ 

To spread the word of plant conservation to all people of North Carolina, growing the member-

ship is essential. A vibrant active membership is essential to our future success. Please become 

active in Committee assignments by contacting a director in your area, it is how you as a member 

can really make a difference for saving North Carolina plants and their habitats. If you are unde-

cided on how you can help, please give me a call or email, we have lots of challenges for every-

one. 

 
 
Bruce Williams 
Business: 910-313-6785 
Email: cbw.3@earthlink.net 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Alnus viridis ssp. crispa, green alder 
NC Status:  Significantly rare-disjunct. 
NC Rank:  S-1:  Critically imperiled 


